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"I had a few spare minutes and started to 

read the summary of your paper. 

Unfortunately I found the summary to be 

unintelligible. The statements are not 

understandable, some of the abbreviations 

are confusing, and the english is poor. There 

is no way that a journal like Nature would 

consider such a paper ---"
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"Great! The findings in the paper are spectacular and extremely 

interesting, therefore I feel that it is desirable to make the data 

as presentable and understandable as possible. ---"

Charley
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RNA
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I am delighted to have this chance not only to thank you for 

your hospitality at RNA 2003 Kyoto, but also to convey my 

excitement about RNA work in Japan. The Kyoto meeting 

captured this exhilarating moment in the RNA Research World 

beautifully. RNA machines and architecture, killer bees, meiotic 

dots, RNAi, mRNA control and decay, links to human disease

the list of exciting science presented at the meeting was 

extraordinary. RNA 2003 Kyoto presented RNA in all its guises, 

and brought home the rich diversity of RNA work in Japan. My 

thanks to all of you for an exceptional four days.

I also congratulate you, as well as the MEXT, for funding your 

work as a community, and for fostering interdisciplinary work 

so effectively. RNA now permeates biology, and RNA research 

is now more diverse and relevant than ever. New investigators 

all around the world have been drawn to RNA. Biochemistry, 

molecular biology, developmental biology, neurobiology, 

structural analysis they all meet in understanding how RNAs 

work and are controlled. The work ranges from the most basic 

to the most applied, from work in universities to the clinic. The 

title of your own program "Spatiotemporal network of RNA 

information flow" crystallizes this merger of disciplines. 

Your community has made Japan a vital participant in the RNA 

explosion. You have laid an exceptionally strong, broad 

foundation. With continued, strong support, the future of the 

RNA World in Japan is exceptionally bright.

But it was not just the high quality of the science that made the 

meeting special. It was also the spirit and energy of students and 

young professors, eager to talk about their work. This newsletter 

no doubt captures this energy I only wish it were in English. 

My great thanks to Drs. Shimura, Nakamura and Ohno, and to 

everyone else who were so welcoming including the many 

grad students and faculty who pulled me aside to talk. I know I 

speak for all of your foreign guests in saying that we look 

forward to a meeting of the International RNA Society in Japan 

someday.

Of course, in addition to the science and all of you, Kyoto itself 

helped make the meeting so extraordinary. With apologies to 

Basho, I wish you all well, and good luck to you and MEXT in 

sustaining the remarkable strength of RNA research in Japan.

(MEXT : The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science 

and Technology)

My dear Japanese colleagues and friends,

Marvin Wickens

Marvin Wickens

Professor of Biochemistry, 
University of Wisconsin-
Madison. Past President 
(2002) of The RNA Society.



Fallen leaves coat Kyoto' s autumn moss.

Yet the persimmons glow,

Friends meet,

And RNA blooms.

RNA

The Japanese translation used here is by Yaeko 
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